Costs for prevention of dental caries in a group of Swedish teenagers.
The aim of this study was to analyse the costs for 4 years of prevention of dental caries in 92 Swedish adolescents. Using records, the total time allocated to prevention between 1987 and 1991 was calculated. Costs for prevention was assessed from the total cost for dental service at the clinic. The cost for one hour of dental service was SEK 860, 80 pounds. The total cost for prevention in the study group during 4 years was SEK 40,162, 3,744 pounds. The amount spent on prevention in the low or average caries active group of adolescents during 4 years was less than half the sum spent in the high caries active group.